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0 & July 1949 Soviet Hajor Shtemenko, Imspector of Training of Armored
Troops of the Albenian General Staff, delivercd a lecturc st the
Albanien Armored Troops School at Kerumar on the subject "Haployment of
Armor * .

Mpjor Shtemsnko declarsd that armor should be regarded =s the chief
weapon, All other branches of the service, such as artillery and
avietion, should serve as protection to the armored troops. In combeb,
tanks should be supported end camouflaged.

According to Major Shtemenko, the tacticel employment of tenks should be
as follows:

a. Assombly of the tauks at the assembly area (60-70 kilometers
behind the front);

b. Grouping of tanks in preparatory positions (20-30 kilometers
behind the front);

yd 50X1-HUM
c. Assembly of tanks in combat positions (10 kilcmeters);

d.  Concenmtration of tanks for attack, supported by reconnsissance
and fighter aircraft to protect the tanks from bombors.

The tanks should begin action at the crucial moment in the attack. They
should be sup .orted by infantry and mortar fire designed to paralyze
the operation of the enemy anti-tenk artillery.

The infantry should follow the tanks as closely as possible, the tanks
protecting the infentry from ememy fire. After the resistance of the
first line of the enemy is broken, the infantry should occupy that lins,
while the Ganks conbinue thelr advance, with effuctive support of mssault
guns at o distance of 200 metors. Under such conditions,Major Shtwmenko
declared, the success of the gtiack is assured.
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Under no circumstances should the banks halt te liquidate the resistwm ce
of isolated groups of the enemy remanining behind the lines of attack.

This is the task of the motorized infentry, which should follow the wmored
troopss The banks should net stop oxoept in case of lack of fusl.

In the event of defense ageinst an enemy offensive, Hhe first condition
for the utilization of tanks is the organiszation of the gone of anbiw
bank defonses This zons is 2 kilomebers wide and 1 $0 8§ or 10 kilometors
deep. This avea is divided into three company sectors, which in turn
are divided into platoon sectors.

The platoon is concerned with defense on all sides of & ssctor 200 to
260 meters wide and abvoub 150 uisters desp, The platoon is armed with
autonatic and anti-tank rifles. The heuvy machine puns, mortars, and
anbi~tenk guns should be installed hehind the defensive sechtors. The
coupany commander tekes up his position in the cenber of his company's
sector.

Battalion redoubts that can be transformed into centers of anti-tank
def'ensa should be organized in the center of the battalien command.

The centers of company defense are nors or less indepemdent of ons
another, end the companies comrunicate amons themselvos only indirectly,
through the battalion oenter. These company centers generally aro

1500 meters npart, and the intorvals ere occupied by smell positions
of men armed with automatic pistols and by nine fields,

The automatic riflee open fire at a digtonce of 800 meters, the elite
skirmishers ("tirailleurs d'elite") at 600 moters and the supcreelite
skirmishers ("tirailleurs extra-elite™) at 400 motors, 50X1-HUM
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